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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5, 9-11, 14-15 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Peek (US. 6614551) in view of Parks et al. (US. 5877746). 

Regarding claim 1 , Peek discloses a paperless image fax-scanning apparatus, 

100 

™^ (figure 3), comprising: 

An image scanning unit (140) for scanning a document to generate an image 
data (fig. 3, col. 3, lines 15-16); 

A faxing unit (1<|0) connected to a telephone line (180) for transmitting the 
image data generated from the image-scanning unit or received image data via the 
telephone line (fig. 3, col. 3, lines 11-17 and col. 4, lines 53-57); 
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An input interface (keyboard 160), which comprises an operation keyboard for 
inputting operation signals into the image fax-scanning apparatus (fig. 3, col. 3, lines 27- 
32 and lines 37-41); 

A control unit (processor 110) for controlling the operation of the image fax- 
scanning apparatus (fig. 3, col. 3, lines 48-5 and col. 4, lines 5-10); 
Peek discloses a data storage unit (memory 120). 

Peek do not disclose a data storage unit, which can be connected to a portable 
data storage medium for storing the image data received by the faxing unit in the 
portable data storage medium. 

Parks et al. disclose a data storage unit (disk 45), which can be connected (I/O 
controller 46) to a portable data storage medium for storing the image data received by 
the faxing unit in the portable data storage medium (fig. 10, col. 21, lines 10-30). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek wherein the memory 120 would have a an interface connected thereto to 
provide use of additional components such as a memory unit for overflow data and to 
have capabilities of other devices by uploading information stored for user's usage. 

Regarding claim 2, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 1, further comprising: 

A network interface through which the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus 
can be connected to a local area network (LAN) (fig. 3, col. 5, lines 40-42). 



Application/Control Number: 09/899,81 9 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2626 

Regarding claim 3, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 2m wherein the LAN is a local Area Network with Ethernet protocol (fig. 3, col. 5, 
lines 10-16 and lines 40-42). 

Regarding claim 4, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 1, further comprising: 

A printer interface (146) for connecting the image fax-scanning apparatus to a 
printer through which the fax image data received by the fax unit dan be printed out (fig. 
3, col. 3, lines 12-20). 

Regarding claim 5, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 1 , further comprising: 

A display panel (170) for displaying the operation data inputted by the user and the 
status of the image fax-scanning apparatus (fig. 3, co. 3, lines 33-36). 

Regarding claim 9, Peek disclose the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 1 , wherein the control unit (1 1 0) selectively transfers the image data generated 
from the image scanning unit to the data storage unit (120) (fig. 4a, col. 5, lines 65-67) 
or stores the data in the portable data storage media. 
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Regarding claim 10, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 9. 

Peek does not disclose wherein the control unit is further able to selectively have 
the faxing unit transmit the image data stored in the portable data storage media via 
telephone line. 

Parks et al. disclose wherein the control unit (CPU 42) is further able to selectively 
have the faxing unit transmit the image data stored in the portable data storage media 
via telephone line (fig. 10, col. 21, lines 10-30). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek wherein the communication is bi-directional for data retrieval and faster 
data process. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 10. 

Peek does not disclose wherein the control unit is further able to selectively 
transform the image data stored in the portable data storage media to image data and 
have the faxing unit transmit the transformed image data via the telephone line. 

Parks et al. disclose wherein the control unit (CPU 42) is further able to selectively 
transform the image data stored in the portable data storage media to image data and 
have the faxing unit transmit the transformed image data via the telephone line (fig.4 
and 10, col. 21, lines 10-30). 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek wherein. the communication is bi-directional for data retrieval and faster 
data process. 

Regarding claim 14, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 1. 

Peek does not disclose wherein the data storage unit is a floppy disc drive. 
Parks et al. disclose wherein the data storage unit is a floppy disc drive (fig. 4, col. 
21, lines 25-30). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek wherein the storage unit could be a variety of different types and forms of 
storage units, this feature permits storing access for multiple type of data with different 
transmission capabilities. 

Regarding claim 15, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 1. 

Peek does not disclose wherein the data storage unit is a removable hard disc 
drive. 

Parks et al. disclose wherein the data storage unit is a removable hard disc drive 
(fig. 4, col. 21, lines 25-30). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek wherein the storage unit could be a variety of different types and forms of 



Application/Control Number: 09/899,81 9 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2626 

storage units, this feature permits storing access for multiple type of data with different 
transmission capabilities. 



Regarding claim 17, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus 
of claim 1 . 

Peek does not disclose wherein the data storage unit is a Re-Writable Compact 
Disc (CD-RW). 

Parks et al. disclose wherein the data storage unit is a Re-Writable Compact Disc 
(CD-RW) (fig. 4, col. 21 , line 28-other storage media). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek wherein the storage unit could be a variety of different types and forms of 
storage units, this feature permits storing access for multiple type of data with different 
transmission capabilities. 

Regarding claim 18, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 1 , wherein the control unit is further able to screen out received fax data to decide 
whether the fax data should be preserved or not (fig. 4, col. 8, lines 44-67). 
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3. Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Peek (US. 6614551) and Parks et al. (US. 5877746) in view of Matsuda et al. (US. 
6055067). 

Regarding claim 12, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning 
apparatus of claim 1 . 

Peek does not disclose wherein the image scanning unit is a flatbed scanning 

device. 

Matsuda et al. disclose wherein the image scanning unit is a flatbed scanning 
device (figs. 2-3, col. 4, lines 39-41 and lines 55-58). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek and Parks et al. wherein documents can scanned / copied manually by 
way of flatbed scanning, this feature prevents paper feed jams and other component 
related problems such as that of a roller. 

Regarding claim 13, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus 
of claim 1 1 , wherein the flatbed scanning device. 

Peek does not disclose an automatic Document Feeder (ADF) corresponding 
to the flatbed-scanning device. 

Matsuda et al. disclose an automatic Document Feeder (ADF) corresponding to 
the flatbed-scanning device (figs. 2-3, col. 4, lines 41-45). 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek and Parks et al. wherein documents can scanned / copied manually by 
way of ADF processing, this feature allows a user to process large volumes of 
documents quickly. 

4. Claims 6-8, 16, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Peek (US. 6614551) and Parks et al. (US. 5877746) in view of 
Brusky et al. (US 6487611). 

Regarding claim 6, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 1. 

Peek does not disclose a peripheral equipment interface for connecting with 
peripheral equipment. 

Brusky et al. disclose a peripheral equipment interface for connecting with 
peripheral equipment (fig. 1, col. 2, lines 59-62; col. 3, lines 1-3 and lines 58-65). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek and Parks et al. wherein additional devices may connect to the standalone 
fax-scanning device to provide a user with additional device resources. 

Regarding claim 7, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 6. 
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Peek does not disclose wherein the peripheral equipment interface is a small 
computer system interface. 

Brusky et al. disclose wherein the peripheral equipment interface is a small 
computer system interface (fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 62-65). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek and Parks et al. wherein additional devices may connect to the standalone 
fax-scanning device to provide a user with additional device resources. 

Regarding claim 8, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 6. 

Peek does not disclose wherein the peripheral equipment interface is Universal 
Serial Bus (USB) interface. 

Brusky et al. disclose wherein the peripheral equipment interface is Universal Serial 
Bus (USB) interface (fig. 1, col. 3, lines 62-63). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek and Parks et al. wherein additional devices may connect to the standalone 
fax-scanning device to provide a user with additional device resources. 

Regarding claim 16, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus of 
claim 1. 

Peek does not disclose wherein the data storage unit is a personal Computer 
Memory International Association (PCMCIA) slot. 
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Brusky et al. disclose wherein the data storage unit is a personal Computer 
Memory International Association (PCMCIA) slot (fig. 1, col. 2, lines 59-67 and col. 3, 
lines 1-3 and col. 3, lines 30-31). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek and Parks et al. wherein the storage unit could be a variety of different 
types and forms of storage units, this feature permits storing access for multiple type of 
data with different transmission capabilities. 

Regarding claim 19, Peek discloses the paperless image fax-scanning apparatus 
of claim 1 . 

Peek does not disclose wherein the input interface wirelessly transfers operation 
signals inputted by a user to other parts of the image fax-scanning apparatus. 

Brusky et al. disclose wherein the input interface wirelessly transfers operation 
signals inputted by a user to other parts of the image fax-scanning apparatus (fig. 1 , col. 
3, lines 60-65). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Peek and Parks et al. wherein wireless capabilities are implemented for data 
processing and communication for this type of fax-scanner where as a user may utilize 
faxing features anywhere. 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Takahashi et al. (US. 5396341) is cited to show related art with 
respect to data processing devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tia A Carter whose telephone number is 703 - 306- 
5433. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A Williams can be reached on 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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